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ARIZONA-SONORA
DESERT MUSEUM

A nesw book aboutl your Museurn by
daatrd-v Iﬂr'lr:ll-*m.'tn':':-‘-r.‘?.J h Kirk

This beautitul, full color, soft-bound book takes you
behind-the-scenes at the Desert Muzeumn and into the
:-_'ﬁlﬁ.zv of the Sonoran Desert.

vou'll experience not only the exhibits you love,
bt an intimate look at the geology, animals and
plants that make the Sonoran Desert 50 unique

At Insiioe Look af the ARITZ0NA-SONORA
DESERT MUSEUM 15 48-pages withover 80
color photographs. It is available from the
Desert Museum Gift Shop for 38 93plus
1ax (Arizona residents: 5%) and shipping
charge of $3.00. 32nd in the order
form on the reverse side of this page
1o receive your copy (or copies) of
An inside Look at the ARIZONA-
SONDRA DESERT MUSELUM

No telephone orders, please!

Desert Museum
Gift Shop & Book Store
“Tucson's Finest”
THE on-Prakt One.
ARIZONA U5 Postage ™
SONORA :l:ilznnna-f'rmnn
s MUSEUM

2021 M. Kinney Road
Tucson, ALBGTE-9T 1Y
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SONOF'REES i5 |-.||'|-.| shied 'h!. thiz
Arizona-Sonora Desert Mus=eum,
202 M. Kinmey Road, Tucson,
Arizona BR743. © 1962 by the
Arioona-Sonora Desert Museum,
Inc. All Aghts reserved. Mo
rterial may be reproduced in
whaole or in part without prior
writben permission by the
}"'.4|.'I||:~|'ll.'|

sprorersis s the Lating scientific
term .n._‘li.:.;.*.in::_ thii -hpn:i.,x
classification of many plants and
animals of the Sonoran Desert
Feszinm
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Life begins . . .

ASDM celebrates a birthday.

Believe it or not, thie Desert Museam
will e 40 vears ald this Labor Day. Youne
invited to the celebration. Throughout the
weekend, we'll offer special interpretive
programs for visitors and will display
mermsarabilia from owr Musewm chilodbeosod.
We'll also sell a birthdav-edition ASDM T
shart, We'll admuit free .1.|'|'.'|_1|1-,- who was
also bom i 1952, and '.'.'x;’l'l haive I,'-ir|'1-d.!:.'

cake and refreshments for all.

¥Ye'd like to hear from viou if you
were among the visitors to the Desert
Museum on Opening Clay, 1952 We'na
collecting memories, bo be shaved at our
celebration. Please call Georgia Eddy ai
HEI-12380, 1f vou would Like o share voar
Memories. .

Fetwnary 1936, visifors arrive af the Arfzomr-Sanora Desert Musene,

The Nominating Process tor Members of
the Board of Trustees and Councils

Im 1990 an ad hoe Comrni ee on

Board Composition developed a matrix for
the: Board of Trusters which contained a
list oaf A0 priemary skills and 32 siscomdary
skills deemed necessary for an effective
andd representative Board. Ethnic, gender
andd age representations were alse charted
Ihis matrix, filled oul each vear, listing the
mmembers af the Board and e terms of
office, cam quickly determine those areas in
wihich we possess necessary skills and
those which need strengthening. The
Berard Attairs Councal {.Irl_“'II_I“:'. studies thie
outgeing Board mernbers” areas of exper-
tise bo determine those individuals who
should e nominated to the Board, either
b peplace skills we are losing or bo
stremipthen areas of nied . This caretul plot-
ting of the Board profile determines the se
lisctica of maymirees cach vear and s the ra-
ticinale for '-|I'|;|_-||_- _-.I._sl:inh'- -

I 1580 the Advesory Board was absxol-
ished, the mumiber of Trustees was reduced
in the imberest of efficiency and a Council
system was institubed, The Councils are
Ewecutive, Board Affairs, Finance, Manage-
ment Evaluation, Planning and Research.
This year, 1992, Planning will be split from
Research, and a new Programs and Re
sarch Coumctl will e formed. Also a De-

velopment Counchl will be added resulting
froem the mesger of the Foundation Board
with the Board of Trustees. Each Council
':"""""'F'I Executive and Management Evalu-
abior) s advisaors who ane nog members
il thi= Besardd. Ak thae Cowemcil lewisl thieris is
o difference bebween advisors and Board
membiers, Advisors are desirable for thedr
cxpirtise, and their seevioe bolps o dete
miine their interest in and commd mend bo
the MMuseum

According to the Bylaws, mo later than
the 454k day prics o the Annual Mesbng,
the Council of Board Alfairs presents a list
to the Board for selection of nomineses for
thi Board of Trustees. The Bylaws also
provide for independent nominstions on
the part ot the membership not later than
thie 35th day prios to the Annual Meeting.

The Conancil of Board Affairs wel
.'|'|I1'||"¢'-IJ:.'::ﬂl.-hlil.!-T'- foir nominakions from
the membership, either to the Board of
Trusbees or toamy of the Councils, Pro-
P\."‘!‘L‘J nofniines forms ave available from
the Desert Musewm office. It is vital that
any pobential nomines understands that o
P r|'||1-|:'-u.1l in ma way guarandecs nomination
gither o the Board or o a Council, The
matrix determines the needs!

T



New Development
Director Selected

i Kathi Wells ha=
r 2

L]

%

joirved thee Bluseum’s
manamament team as
Dhirector af Develop-
mient. Kathi is thie
formasr Executive
Dhrector of the
Catholic Foundation
for the Diocese of
Tucson. From 19576

a7, she worked for
Carondedet 51
[oseph’'s Hospatal and held the position of
Viee President tor Development and
Comimunity Helations. She is very active in
prodessional organiations, participates in
NUMErcEs Communiby sckivitics .1.'iq\| is @
Musceum member.

Kathi Wells

ASDM Foundation
Merges with the
ASDM Board of
Trustees

In April, the ASDM Trustees voted
uranimously to ncororate the Board of the
Foundation for the ASDM within the
Board of Trusbees, where it will become the
Dlevelopment Council. The Foandation
wias established i 1967 aza separate |,'|'|i|::|.'
bar thee purpaose of fund raising, 1§ dinecbed
a very successtul capital campaign for the
Somoran Desert Habitats and has attracted
competent and knowledgeable business
and community leaders o its board. The
Trustees recognize the need for strong
fund raising and community outreach
within their own body, |:1.|r|:'i-:'|.|l.|rl:.' in light
of the exciting new Longg Bange Plan for
the Museum. Bringing the Foundation
Board within the organization of the Board
of Trustoes will ,-:'.-.arlj.- facilitate the
integration of fund raising and community
outreach and promizes to preseryve and
emhance the valwes and strengths of buoth,

Finaree [Mrector Cheistie Cobb {center)
andd Assistant Cuentor of Geoloagy Astia
Dipmitraric (leftd serve barbeqgued cliicken
fo docest Anme Graf af the ASDM Vielun-
Feer Appreciation Party held in May.

T T

Volunteer Program

to be Expanded

In May the Desert Musewm hired Cayle
Lipks a5 its Wolunteer Coordinator,

{ i1y =5 oy i b |1-.".'|'-I||-|'- A PIOEFAT %-
tenading thee -.'-|1|.'-.'-|'-..|'|ili|_--1 for vl wheering
by aldl |||";'\l.1 riments of Bhe Museum ina
varkty of wavs—irom animal husbandry

o gardening, from office work e reseanch.

The volunteer program will accept its first
applicants in Fall 1992, Call Gayle for
information at BR3-1380.

Trip to
Alamos, Sonora
A very special visit bo Alamedas,
Sonora has beem arra for
friends of the ASCM. Planned
events include night of the
Alphorso Ortlzerado
natural hi fours, Yagqui folk
dancing. birding, and a ranch
e Kisturn trip {ir -
et
includes a luncheon at the fabulous
new Howard Johnson Hotel in San

Thursday, [anuary 14 through
Sunday, January 17, 1993,

$325 per person, double
Ry

Ouir space is limibed, so please
shgn u ear]_r Reservations and a

0} per person should

be sent to the attention of Robin
Jolly, ASINM, 2021 M. Kinney Road,
Tucson, Arizona 83743, Deadline is
MNovember 14, 1992,

Mark your calendar:

Margaret Twyman
1915 - 1992

The Dresert Museum
farnily lost a valuable friend
and wise counselor on
Maonday, Mayv 11, with the
death of Marganst Twyman
She served on the Board of
Irussters= brom 1985 to 19849
aned during her tenuane
imitiated and coordinated
numerousE operational
improvements. Even mose
valwable than these achieve-
ments, however, was her
comsistent aklity to offer
sound advice, th wrghtfully
assessed and wiell ¢ -:-||~.i;||~:r|'-.1,
and her uncanny knack of
kmowings just when to lay the
Ii!:.hl; hiamd of her |_r||,-nl,l1_- ]
humar, Maore than anything,
she was always gracious and
considerate, Working with
her was a delight, becauss
qbua weas -u'l-.l:r-.'ll'n.'l:l.' i:l.l-ellllg;.'nt.
alwavs efficient, organized,
|:'-:'-|i|:|.-_. dedicated to service,
|:'-e'r-:'e'|:'-li1.'e'. kimd amd thowght
ful. Al these .5||.|.Ii1||;-'
combined to create a woman
of great st q-ﬂ.!_-,rh andd bsea LIty
We will miss her encrmously,
as much as we are grabeful
for the homaor to have known
her. We remember her with
great affection and respac

SarvrDay, Doroeer 10, 10200 A Members” Doy S Anneal Micting

Special activities, refreshments and & speaker are planned, in addition
tr the yearly report on the health of the Musewum. All members ane
enoeuraged W attend. Hosted by the ASDM Docents and members of
the George L. Mountainlion Club. Details will follos,

Fripay, Movesess 13: An evening with Bagper Caras, rnrn'u"I:.' with
ARL Mews, noaw withh ASPUA, at the Savoy 1.'Ip-.._-r.;| Hioese, Tucson,

Ao, Details weill fodloww.



Foundations of the 1992 Long Range Plan

Darid M. Hamcocks, Director

hen in 1952 Bill Carr placed
his dreams on the new site of the
Desert M usewm, the resulls musl
have been bevond all his expectations
and, at the same time, not all that he
wanted. Forty vears later, those of us
who carry on his dreams find our-
selves in the same situation. We see
opportunities for growth and for do-
ing things better, yet we know these
are po=sible only because of the excep-
tional -d.m-rl.‘:ni.- esltablished before our
time. Through the 19a0s and 1970= in
'|:-.|.r|':||'||L'||r, the ASIN et standards in
1'-5.|'|i|,111'r:.' and interpretation for othiers
tor follow. Standing on that firm and
tall foundation, we now have the rare
chance to once again reach farther
than others and to place ASDM on the
front edge of natural history presenta-
tic and |.|:'|||!|.'|']'l retation.

The new Long Range Flan, for-
mallv adopted by the Museum’s
Board of Trustees in April 1992, is far
e than just an attempt o get orga-
raEed or b st '|r.'||:‘.|.'1'|'|5-. 4] HIIIL"I!" L
physical development, Every decision
marked on that Mlan—from the park-
ing lots to the layout of visitor trails,
from the new staff offices to the place-
ment of e exhibits, from the restau-
rant lecation o the water harvesting
adbes
orervee. Thae | O |I:s|:|i.;-|= Plan i=_ in-
dieed, a ;._"rispl'n._' representation of @
philosophy, and it sets down some
fundamental principles.

represents a philosophical pref-

The Plan determines that the area
for interpretation at the Desert Mu-
sl is o be the Sonoran Desert and
its subdivisions, plus the adjacent
communities of desert grasslands,
micuntin islands and tropical decidu-
ous forest, Thus the Plan ignores the
artificial boundaries that too carefully
define and separate Arizona and
Sonora.

Exhibitry will demonstrate the in-
terrelationships within a natural com-
munity—the combinations and depen-

2

“..the natural

(LAY I |IIZ' Irs |'ZIII'

denetios of |r|.||'|h:, amimals and i.';i'ﬁ'l]l'fll-':l-
cal features, In thas way, whether they
be cacti, cabs, or crystals, each compo-
nent becomes far more than just a col-
lection of interesting objects, In this
way also, we emphasize the impor-
tance of intact habitats or svshems.

It may be noticed, and has been
commented on by some, that the Plan
specifies no animal exhibits for future
development. This is because the Plan
aima only to designate the pertinent
landscape features of each habitat as a
wkoliebal structure for fubure exhibits to
build upon. Just what those fFuture ex-
hibits might be and what plants and
animals they will contain is beyond
our present vision. These components
will be selected at tubure times, not
just because they might be fascinating
ir el ves, |‘~|.|I: bacause of thair
valuein i Il.:l'mr'..sl111;.; thx F".!I‘”'I ol a
story

[t 15 going fo be enormously
challenging but equally 1.'|1|.-.F'_l.-.r‘. 2 b0
fird wavs to exbabiat, all around the
Dresert Museum, a varwety of simaller
life forms, those which are often
secretive in habit, reclusive in lifestyle,
short-lived, deceptively camoutlaged
and tiny, Yet knowledge of these very
small amimals is vital to our under-
standing of an environment and how
it works. Moreover, we literally need a
new perspective. As Henry Beston
said, *We need another and a wiser
view of animals.” We give enormous
prominence b mammals, 1.‘11|'I|.'|.'i:'|||'r' Lis
prdators, presumably because of
thezir closeness boows; as we move
further away from our own likeness,

wi shed lavers of perception. When
wir eventually arrive af the level of
very small life forms, wikh abilities
and appendages beyvond our knowing,
wi nio longer recognize their impor
tarecer, oF even their needs. It is not
sUrprising that we fail w see the ways
in which we destroyv our environment
when our views of nature are s
myopic and s0 concentrated on the
charismatic, the cute or the cuddly.
Adding a great number and diversity
of small animals (sometimes very
smalll and showing their relationships
tes the whole will greatly enhance
visitor appreciation and fascination for
the deserl and other biomes.

In the creation of the new Long
Range Flan we have been well aware
that mamy of our visitors may be
making a once-in-a-decade or even
once-in-a-lifetime call at the Desert
Museum. What should we try to tell
thiem? Others visit many times each
year. How do we best serve their
interests? We know, toa, that some
people visit the Desert Museum for
mainly agsthetic reasons and spiritual
refreshment, while others seek princi-
pally scentific information. Many find
a mix of benefits. The Museum's plans
must attempt to provide for the
differing needs of all 1ts visitors,

The Desert Museum's new Long
Range Plan provides opportunities for
creating an exposition sufficiently rich
and complex to encourage detailed
and continuous investigation by all
pecple, of all ages, at all levels of
inguiry, for the natural wonders of the
Sancran Desert region are limitless. h’




Mission STATEMENT

The Arizona-
Sonora Desert
Museum is a non-
profit educational
institution focusing
on natural history
and dedicated to
fostering public
appreciation,
knowledge and

wise stew

A5

Beginnings of the Long Range Plan

n 1980, the Museum completed
and published a Comprehensive Plan
which was to guide the development
of the Museum for ten years. CQuite a
bt wwas Aoy r1'|'|p'|:|h'|'|m'i undier the
puidance of this Plan, including the
|':-||||1‘||||;'|_=I of the bMountsin Habitat
However, in 1990, while looking to
the Comprehensive Plan to direct the
next major building phase, Museum
statf realized that it was indeed ten
vears old and at the end of its useful-
ness. Meeded was a new Plan which
matched the maturity of the
Museum’s exhibits E1|:n||m| ||'|]'|:.-' aned
i I.'|I||':|_'|||'|'|I l.:||:n||_'r'\-'h1|1-:_:|i11:._'| and which
responded to the challenge of a new
decade, At just that ime, the
Muscum's Board of Trustees hired a
new director with the mandate to lead
the Museum in new directions. These
as-yel undiscovered destinations also
called for the map of a Long Range
Plam.

The preparation of this plan was
o be a cooperative effort, involving
the perspectives of many. The Plan-
ning Team was composed of Museum
Director David Hancocks, I:'|:|r|r|i|11:I
Coordinator Eichard Barna, Educa
Hion Director Dr, Carol Cochran,
Curator of Botany Dr. Mark Dimmitt,
Curator of Herpetology and Ichthyol-
opy | [oward Lawler, Curator of
Mammalogy and Ornithology Peter
Siminski and Curator of Geology
Dave -|-|'|:'|_1.-1.'|'. 'l:-l.'lll'l.‘-l.lllll'l_l"_'| E1.'|:|'liq:i1.:||:1l.-.
were Parks ._"_:-l.lpl_'rin terwdent Gale
Bundrick, docent Tune Marie, Univer-
sity of Arizona professor De, William
W. Shaw and architect Les Wallach.
Ihe architectural and landscape
design firm Jones & Jones facilitated
the process and drafted the plan.

The first official step in the
planning process was the Board of
Trustees” retreat im October 1990,
Board members and statf drafted a
miission statement and set of objec-
tives for Musewm education, exhilbits,

collectioms, research, conservation,
fiscal resources, facilities, visitor
geTvioes, human resources, publica-
tions and public responsibility. The
mission and objectives were reference
points for the details of the Long
Range Plan.

The Long Range Plan itself was
hammered out during nine intense
and exhausting workshop sessions,
which began in February 1991 anxd
concluded in September 1997, In
reality, however, planning began a
vear earlier during weekly tours of the
B useum by the director and senior
staff. During these tours, we tried to
ook at the Museum as though we'd
neveT seen it before. Each week we
focused on a particular area. Scrutiny
was minute; it took three weeks o get
from parking ot to entrance window
anmd bwo years to cover the entire
grounds. The group examined cone
struction materials and calors of paint;
read ewch graphic; observed visitors as
they became lost, confused, crowded,
animated, or bored. We analyzed
visitors' and our own responses to
exhibits; we noted the suitability of
Iocations for docent interpretations.
We questioned the appropriateness of
EVErY rocl and tre. |.-:||.'-Li|'|;._: back, one
A I.':'Ihil_'r' gt irr:pl.'-rl::||1|;-|_1 of thipsg
it boars ko Hhe :.1|._11111'i1'|;.: srgaiors ko
come. We lost our complacency and
acquired an objective and critical eve;
we learned to risk offering even the
wildest ideas: and we saw the ITOr-
tance of an interdisciplinary approach
[1%] ukhi]‘l:i!l_'.-' A inbei |'Elr|.'l.:li-:|r1. Pluis,
We Ei:h"I.:II ed oul whatk we wanbed bo b
as an instibution amd what we needed
o el bo et there, When it came timae
to actually formulate the Plan, all of us
were able to operate within the same
framework, an as-yet unwritten but
nevertheless clearly-understood
charter. il;




The Framework:

What We Are and What We Want to Be

esert

Muzenm extrilvitry

will focus primarily on
malural conrmaariHes
or eeological

concepis, rather than
on separate Specics,
isplated disciplines, or
tixonomic

arra Hgt’!ﬂt’ﬂ'!‘&-

The Dessert Museum's current exhibits
are not as integrated as they should be
if the Museum is best to reveal the sto-
ries of connections and relationships.
The Plan proposes modifications. The
current hummingbird aviary, for ex-
ample, displays one taxon—hum-
mingbirds. Tt will be enlarged in both
Fact and philosophy to become an ani-
mal-plant co-evolution exhibit, telling
the story of pollination—by bees, but-
terflies, moths, bats and other animals,
as well as by hummingbirds. In addi-
tion to correcting the focus, the en-
largement will also provide better
viewing, immersion in the exhibit and
increased opportunity to sit, relax and
enjoy the closeness of these wonderful
little animals,

The Mountain Habitat, which nose
cenbers on large animal enclosures,

Prelimiwary drawisng of vesovated Mowntain Habitat exhibit

will be renowvated to include smaller
life forms, distinct plant commumnities,
geclogic features and spaces bo rest
and meander, enjoving a mountain ex-
perience, Interpretation will be aimesd
at an understanding of mountain is-
lands and their importance. The bears
will be given opportunities for more
activity. And the renovated exhibit
will use much less water.

The eurrent Cactus and Succulent
Garden and Convergent Evelution ex-
hibit will combine to tell the story of
botanical adaptations to life with little
water.

A new ethnobiological exhibit,
People and the Desert, adjoining the
new restaurant, will add the missing
component of human/ desert interac-
tions to the Museum's interpretation.
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Vizcaino

he area of
irnferpretation al
tie Desert Musenm
il be the
samnoran Lleser!
region, which we
define as Hre
welagical
subdivisions of Hre
Sonoran Desert as
well as Hue

el jarcinrd bioimes,

slark Dhirnin

Beginning with Forrest Shreve in
thar 1940, |_'|_':|||_1!%|-.I:-. Fave identified
different subdivisions of the remark
ably diverse Sonoran Desert. All share
essential Sonoran Desert characteris-
tics but differ :~1,||'I'||;i|_'|'l|'|:|,' inclimate,
tl:'ll_'.\l.lvj_"]'ﬂ'FII'l".. LT l]&' I.I;'Irl.'l"l:"- tl:'h .|'|I.\.' LIS il. I-
ered unique. The Desert Museum will
exhibil the subdivisions of the Lower
Colorado River Valley, the Arizona
Uplands, Viecaine, Central Gulf Coast
and Magdalena, These last three will
be parts of the Baja California exhibit.

Biomes, or biological communi
ties, are basic habitat types which
occur arcund the world, wherever
climatic conditions—mainly tempera-
ture and precipitation—are similar,
They are defined by their typical
vegetation, since that is the most
obwious and easily recognizable

Ciendral Gulf Coasf

T
=
E

characteristic, but they include charac-
terishic associations of animals as well.
Mlajor Musewm exhibdits will |l.'|"-|i-: ale
grassland (the Desert Grasslands
exhibit), desert {the Sonoran Desert
subdivisions), temperate forest, wood-
land, chaparral (these three within the
MMountain Island exhibit), thornserub
and tropical forest (the Tropical
Deciduous Forest exhibit].

All thiese Biomes are found within

or next to the Sonoran Desert,

making our region remarkably

rich and diverse.

Conbinued om ooerlear

Arizena plands

Miagdialena




he pPrimary | Fui |'.h|.:||||11=r~. felt thak Hhe ot T-I!H."!il." H]“'.;h-'””r_r:i “-"IH .f:f"-:' e
visitar experience important asset of the Desert Museum exhibit design:
was its location in the midst of the
wild and spectacular landscape of
Tucson Mountain Fark. The Plan

should be * The design should reinforce
the educational storylines and

fit the exhibit halvitat charac-

TFRIPLErSE0 IR

thie desert. includes ways to preserve or enhance '

this desert, views of it and o {LEri- teristics.
ties to |\"~:'|_'.~|-:|'r|,' it, For 1':-..'.r1'|i1'|u_. a s e All exhibit enclosures (such
ety drive will immerse vigitors in as aviaries, viewing struc-
desert vegetation, provide distant tures, interpretive structures,
views of the |.'|,'||_:|;-u-._'._'||,1|; arvd weill lead, ramadas, ebte)) should [ into
noet to a barren and wearying plain of the matural land forms
asphalt, but to revegetated parking and elements of the site and

L clusters. People will walk from should stay low

7 parking space e Museum entrance in * The view of the surrounding
the shade of desert washes. The desert should not be blocked
sweeping view of Avra Valley from by any architectural element
the Museum's front patio will remain or non-Arizona Upland desert
ome of the visitors' frst impressions STVITOIIent.

and it will be enhanced by eliminating
the clutter of redundant patihs. Mon-
desert habitats (the grasslands or
tropical deciduous forest, for example)

will provide rich and varied experi-

= Architectural borms amd
elements should not be
evident from the main entry
plaza; the desert should

; lominate,
ences for the visitors within them, but i

will not intrude on the desert experi- = Matural materials should be
ence outside their boundaries, used
= Earth tone, muted colors

'\-I".I!'IIIII .:ll.' L=t Il\.Il:'IIl.

= [¥izabled access is required
to all spaces and places.

* Energy and water conserva-
tion should be the norm.

& Hainwater and storm run-att
water should be reclaimied

ard S OF PeCi led. i

'

v i
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The planning process at ASDM

Slark Diminis, Crrator of Botany

~
! ...Fallll i thwe Tasi u:'\-up':,' af vears few
things have changed more dramati
cally than the way we plan our future
Even though we all know the funda-
mentals of ecology (evervthing is
hitched to everything else, etc., efe.), it
is 5o easy o get caught up in the work
Ioad of one's own niche and neglect all
that peripheral input as unimportant
b my job. The vigorous dyviamics of
our planning team have made it very
difficult to retreat into that safer, qui-
efer Cormer; instead, we have greatly
honed our ability tor see the proverhial
“big picture.” This not only has im-
proved our ability to do our indi
vidual jobs, it will lead ko increasingly
creative and fascimabing exhibits and
stores, (Bet you can't describe the
links between hummingbirds and con-
timental drift!y

[he mental gymnashics required fo
develop a long range plan were in
credible, The energy level in the room
wins palpable. | could almost see the
cartoon light bulbs Hashing inside my
colleagues’ heads. The ideas them-
selves, though, were a minor part of
the process. Far more complex was
ugeling multiple ideas in the air until
they could be fit neatly onte the map
of the Museum grounds. Then phas-
ing had to be made feasible. We
couldn’t disrupt visitor access,
couldn’t leave a curator withoul an of-
fice tor a year, couldn’t do this until
that was done first, ard on and on
The new lizard holding enclosure was
to be built on the current site of the
plant nursery, but the nursery
couldn’t ke moved until the woll
breeding enclosure was relocated and
the service road to the new restaurant
was surveved. Yet it all seems to have
worked oul smoothly, When the plan
is fully implemented, few of the
present structures on the grounds will
remain, yet it looks very do-able with

On=site Ili-l'mmf:.l_-.g aPssdi

minimal disruption b visitors and
slall.

Despite the high energy level, this
wias no smoke-Tilled room with ser
ous business people methodically
grinding out the product, (There was
rvy smoke at all=—what a pleasure!) It
was definitely FURN, There were no
constraints on practicality early in the
process, s0 imagina lions were careen-
ing freely. Some of the ideas that
seemed crazy at first and teiggered
hearty laughter later became part of
thes plan. l'hey weren't so :.|I_:-. OF im-
practical atter all; they just had never
been done before. A tropical exhibit
with 3-foot tall trees in a climate with
frost? Outdoors? & T0L000 SOjLIAre frwuk
portable cover for cold nights? Why
wst bscause no one el
has? A prassland exhibit that focuses

' =
can | we?,

mre on insects than on pronghorns?

But, of course, we MUST. After all,
calling our time the Age of Mammals
15 8 ludicrous miscon L'.lZi:l:l_. e
ko what ||'.:||:-. rules the |1Z.'||'u"..

and we think others should too

I'he Desert Museurn always at-
tempis d o focus its imterpretabon
mre on ecological relatiomships than
on the individual components of a

communiby. The planning team has it-

ol F become a model eco |'-g-'|i|,'.| O~
munity. If is a smoothly integrated
system that is greater than the sum of
its parts; its outpul could scarcely be
predicted by analyvzing the functions
of itg individual members, 1F ||11|'\-|._-
menfation of the plan is as successful
as s conception, the next decade is

going to be exhilarating

-
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aspects

of the Plan
analend to
inprroe Hre
tsdfors’
CAPCrIERCE—
physically,
aesthetically and

infellectuwally.
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Planning for the Visitor

A current problem with respect to
visitors is the imbalance in owur atten-
dance, with about 40% of our visita-
tion oecurring during February, March
and April. The Plan includes strategies
to relieve congestion during peak
timizs and to atiract more visitors
during the off-peak season.

Right niow the Museum is, and
feels, overcrowded when it has 1200
visitors at one time. The quality af
expenence diminishes, and people,
plants and animals are pressured. The
Long Range Plan adds about 1/2 mile
to the present trail system, diffusing
visitors and raising the carrving
capacity to 1600 visitors at one time.
Parking will also be increased, but in a
series of smaller spaces, making less
impact on the desert and allowing
visitors o walk between their vehicle
and the Museum entrance along
it I:|:1w.,|_-r':-. i la I'II.']:‘-\.-I.'EIJ.'H'Ij. shaded
washes,

Those visiting between May and
October, when temperatures are high,
can have a difficult ime exploring the
Muscum. The Long Range Plan adds a
number of shaded and cooled facili-
ties, not just for resting, but also as
exhibit and interpretive opportunities.
Life Underground is to be greatly
expanded; a Nocturnal Exhibit is
planned, with reversed cyvcle lighting
in contralled environmental condi
tions; each ecological zone includes a
covered Interpretive Center; and
several multi-purpose gallery spaces
are designated for traveling exhibits,
art shows, lectures and performances.

The Plan adds mew exhibits and
new pathways in such a way that the
visitor experience remains intimate
and comfortable, but more varied and
much less comfusing that at present.
The new circulation plan calls for a
central, paved path which touches all

the highlights and which could be
completed (just) in about S0 minutes.
Leading off this central route are
closed-loop pathways, each of which
circumnavigates a specific habitat and
brings the visitor back to the same
spot on the main path. The decision to
take or to bypass a particular zone can
therefore be made without closing off
future options and, most importantly,
without getting lost.

The exhibits along the side loops
offer an enticement to the repeat
visitor, During future visits, one could
concentrate on a particular biome or
subdivision. For those with energy or
desire to explore, the Plan promises
some desert trails and single-file
pathways leading to hidden places
Mo b visits to the Desert Musewm
need ever be the same,

In locating exhibits, buildings and
pathways, the Flan has paid very
careful attention to views, both open
vistas and more close-up encounters,
s that merely perambulating the
grounds swill be a more rewarding
dizsirt CNPErETICE.

ITEM Exi=mirs Prorosen
Peak Dy Visitnrs 3 LHX] &, 100}
Combortable Maximwm

al O Tinme 1,200 1 )
Average Visibor Day 1,500 2 (M)
Pathway Length {ft.) 7350 10,3000
Marking Spaces 2588 520
Staff Parking B5 153
Restrioms 5 1
Food Servioes ] 5
Shops 1 3
Discovery Center

Library i
Interpretive Centers 4 1n
Galleries i 3




Mew

Circulation

Plan

A large mew restaurant 15 an im-
portant component of visitor services
within the Long REange Flan. This new
Fi!l.'_"”il:}'. tis b 1'I].'lt':l'll.'llj im 1993, will seat
about 250 I_'II:,"LJE,"]L' in a self-service aroa
and B0 more in a full-service area.
Smiall refreshment areas will also be
included around the grounds, giving
visitors the chance to rest and enjoy a
drink in a shady spot. Mew restrooms
will b= I'|_|||_',.l accessible o Lhe handi-
capped, and as funds become avail-

able all the existing restrooms will be

R o Crrculation Patly

made so, In this regard it is worth not-

ing that the new Long Range Plan not
only provides a completely paved cir-
cuit of the Museum along its central
route, but has carelully located all ex-
hibitz and zones to ensure gentle
slopes and very easy going for the
young, the elderly, or visibors with
wheelchairs and strollers.

Mear the proposed new entrance

to the Museum will be an enlarged
Gift Shop which can be entered from

Tlee Arizoma-Sovora Desert Museain according ta the Long Bange Plan,

R (losed Loop Exhibat Path

without the Museum. Ina Library,
visitors can find answers to their ques-
tons by examining books, magozines
of a computer program. A Discovery
Center will let people explore natural
objects and their stories. Interpreta-
Hiome I:|'|1'|:1|.:|gh|'|-1lf thar Beluanim will be
increased, offering comething of inber-

est to those of all levels of inberest, age,

OF EXPerience. :;i_-
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Planning

for Staft

tatf are needed, of course, L
design, operate, maintain and inter-
pret new exhibits. And staff need
adequate offices and facilities. Right
rvorw, W re oul of room, But the Long
Range Plan provides for reorganiza-
taon and expansion of opeerations ancl
oy bemance facilides, Curatorial,
rescarch and natural sciences staff
oftices and facilities will be consali
dated into buildings clustered around

Grretinoiiars & puFseries proside stuce to eroge plasts for fufuree exivibits
F : I LU

CoLrly ards wilthin the presenl service
area. The arvangement will creale a
amiall :.|||||:||-\..|I|:||:-~|'-||| res, ETICUEAg-
g depaartme ntal communication and
interacton, Admimstrative and
businuss staff will retain their existing
locatioms, thus continuing direct
contact with visitors,

Within the present service area,
thie IFlan pProposes new holding
buildings and adjacent outd oor
enclosures for both large and small
animals, The Botany Department, with
it !'_I|'I"'|.'||:-II'-.I'.III-\.| murery Facilibes
(LR I1|'-='-.|'-.||||I|'|: anrad well |:|'-:|'\-.'||I|' Fhsie
necerssary butter beteweern animal
bl FIEL ATRaS aricd service vehicle
acoess roads and staft parking lots

Future expansion and dispersion
of thie animal collection and requined
service access demand that an addi
tiomal maintenance area and animal
holding facility be located near the
niew exhilit locations, The Plan
includes such a secondary service
center that will provide efficient access
to hoth exhibits and primary opera-
tinns facilities

Yolunteers will have space 1o
meel, b study and Lo socialize.
Educativmal facilities will be im-
proved: with new classroom space
angd audio-visual, graphics and
publications studios; and with inter
pretive centers and docent stations in
every major exhibit

P residences will be built on
the Museum site: one for a member of
staff, who will be on hand to respond
to alter-hours needs; the other for
visiting researchers or stalf on ex-
change from another institution, such

as our sister facility, El Centro

E |'u:|'||'-|_;|- o de Sonora, %
. .




Pl'eu‘unin;;h_;g_r
for the Land

Lrsbitubion
ethic, Conservation stratey
part of all plans

Perhaps most important of the

I plants whenever poss
I monitoring of i
cling, publi

immediate

1t o thie

desert sel . In arcl

ture, natural matera

choree of these and any constructon
v thas

dors, and new

. for the Night -

1ould be used:

- Eal

g & 2 =
-

Ir'u our part of the world, summer
evenings provide some of the
loweliest moments. he air is clear,
cool, softer somehow, and filled
with intriguing, often beautiful,
noises. An unknown world cones
o Lk

Mhe Long Range Plan has
eetablished a Might Zone, espe
cially tor evening visitors, The 'lan
contemplates a completely natural
exhibit, where nocturnal plants and
animals act out their lives, The
Zone might include a bat enclosure
and a math garden (to complement
the hummingbird aviary and the
butterfly garden). The strobwe-lit
photographic blind, once so
popular with Tucson’s film hoblby-
ists, could be reintroduced here,
tow,

Evening lectures, slide shows,
performances and other presenta
tions can be given either in the

£l
v

]
=

.
B
L]

open air or inside the new gallery
adjacent to the new restaurant.
The gallery also can display art
works and other emporary
exhibits tor evening viewing.

| e Ldemaonsbratosn Caarden
{which we hope to remaodel and
expand) can be effectively illumi-
nated, as can the pathways and
features in the proposed People
angd the Desert exhibit, There
might be an astronomy and Sor
night-sky viewing exhibit. Small
exhibits might reveal the phenom-
ena of luorescencse in objects as
diverse as crystals amd sco prions,
or explain the many different
senses that animals employ bo find
their way in the darkness. We
hope a central focus of the Might
Fome will be thie e Besstaurant, a
stunning facility attracting people
from the city to an evening in the

desert
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| soreon
asked me to
characterize the
Desert Musewm
wrrth o worord,

[ETERFIT AT

enthusinstically
say "Ouality.””

Heter Kiesa,
T4991-02 Presidend
wf Hae ASDM Board
of Trusters

Taking Our First Step
into the Next Century

Peter L. Kresan

Imagine designing a new howse or
redesigning vour old house, You'd get
the whole family involved. Experts
might be consulted to help on technical
matters, and an architect probably
would act as a facilitabor and svould
draw up the actual plans as they
evolve from family brainstorming
sessions. [t would be very exciting to
think about how you could make your
old hiouse a more comfortable home,
This is hoaw it worked for the develop-
meent of our new Long Range Plan, The
whiole Museum family (docents, staft
and trustees) was involved. During the
many brainstorming mestings, we
shared, investigated and refined all
kinds of adeas, considerations and
conoems, The Museum staff, with help
and Euidance from Jones & Jones, then
digested all this information, and oul
of it came a blueprint for sensible

ERAY th ovver Pl et Five bo feen vears

This is a working plan, published
ity @ loose-leaf folder, not a manifesto
written i stone. =wmne Pages W ill
eventually get deleted, many probably
added. The only thing that is certain is
that the Plan will evolve. The Plan
recopnizes the strengths and the
traditions of the Desert Museum and
builds on our solid foundation of
ez lemt l."'-.|'||.|."il|:'_l. and programs, ]‘=|L|h

talented diocents and staff, Our
principal goal s to become much
better rather than much bigger.

You will not have to wait long to
see tangible results from this intensive
planning process. Thanks bo the
fundraising efforts of the ASDM
Fowmdation ard BCmeros ;:|_|PP|_:-rI: af
thee Dhesert Museum famaly and
triened's, three new habitat exhibits are
in various stages of planning and
-:1|"-\..i-;|'|, one, the Desert Grasslands
Exkulsit, 1= |lr|':~|'.'11|',' wrnider constrec
tiom. Construction of a new restaurant
and special events hall will begin
soon, and various improvements are
being made o existing exhibits.

If somncone asked me to charactes
ize the Desert Museum with one
wooridd, 1 sl |'r'||:':|||'--|.:hI|g.|||!.' TR
"'l,_;flll.'.hh.'." I::_|u.||||".. 15 S0en 1n uncer
statement, in accuracy, in attention to
detail, in thie work of stall and do-
cents. Because of its -..|l.|.|||1:.'. this
Museum has become the eny v oof
similar institutions across the world
The Mew Long Range Plan will ensure
ASDM’s pre-eminence by guiding its
growth in size (we'll get a little larger)
ancd most importantly in the excellence
of the Desert Museum experience |{_,

N

Pees



A Planner’s Poem
by Johmpaul Jones

Frogs that bark underwater

Chels that Troe underground

A mouse that bays al the moon

Plants that cover themselves with m.,_{‘- ; f};-

. . {4y
ted i fled e, ¥
painted spines and are ca X

Feddy bears o
Mountains that are called islands [ 40 $W
yet exist in a desert 'II | b

A staff that shares, cares, educates,

excites, and is concerned

about the natural world
We like torking at the
Arizona-5Somora Desert Museum,

and espectally being part

of your place.

{Jofrpaid Joiees is a privcigal of Jones & Jones, Archifecks and Landscape Architects,
of Seattle, Washinglon, He was Principal-in-Charge of e Long Range Plan.)

Working on the
Long Range Plan

When was asked to aerve on
the: Long Bange Planning Team,
[ had no idea how much the
team would undertake. It took
only a short time to realize what
an experience it would be and
what super expertise and
guidance we would get from
[omes & Jones. Tt was an exciting
process from the first meeting,
through all the LRP Workshops,
to the ASDM Board of Trustees
Annual Ketreat, where the draft
plan was presented and dis-
crissed.

Mot once during the entire
time did | feel we were not
doing something truly beneficial
for ASDM, Each Workshop was
a sharing of ideas and concerns
among all of the members of the
team. What one team member
didn't think of, another one did.
S0 every avenue was explored,
researched and talked about. - .
alwavs with the purpose and
philosophy of the Museum in
mind, Meedless to say, some of
our workshops were long! | am
extremely pleased with the final
plan and am prowd o have had
an active part in its creation,

— June Marie

(Teine Marie is @ docent and
served w8 Hhe docent representative
to the Board of Trustees fromm | 959
R 1997, Sl wais b consilbant o
Hae Long Bavge Mavning Teanr,)

13



The
Tropical :
Deciduous Forest #2270 oo IRt
Exhibit A T

RBaa consiricior gt Rrla

caders might
remember an earlier
sanmorensis (Winter, 1991)
which re-
o counted a
trapr mvacle by
the Museum’s curators
tor the tropacal decdduous
forest mear Alamos, Sonora. The
purpose oof that trip was to Father
inspiration and information for this
exhilbvit. One vear later, having chosen
e exhibit's -.|¢~.|5_'|'|-:'|-._ wia wenl back

te Alamos, accompanied by Museumn
Dhirector David Hamcocks and Tom
Atkins and |ohnpaul |ones of Jones &
Jomes, These rips were necessary bo
the planning process, for in no other
Way buit firat-hand could we |:'|.'.1.'.|.:-.

understand the forest communiby we

=

wished to r:'|'-|i-: ate—ite heat and
||||||||||'.r!.'_ = ||;.;|"|I‘ and shadows, Eha
noise and color of its insect hife, ik
dense but penetrable vegetation, the
textures of its rocks.

With memories more indelible
than our photos, we returned to the
Museum o plan the exhibit. From the
beginning we were confronted by,
difficult questions. Many went right to
the heart of our exhibit philosophy
and therefore were useful in clarifving
our thinking. Why were we doing this
exhibit at all? The immediate an-
swer—ihal il was called [or l‘l:\- the
1980 Comprehengive f"|.:r'.—|||-:l1|;.;|‘1
sufficient, was not intellectually
satisfying. We did not want to be
doing a tropical exhibit just becawse
everyone else was, particularly since
whe were a Dissert Museum, and the
glamour of the tropics might Literally
y and philosophically prove a distrac-
b ' i " tion. Those with a deep understanding

' of time answerned this question for us:
many tropical deciduous forest plants,
and some animals too, adapted to



Thaeekd |l racvackes.

periods of dry as well as wet, re-
mained rooted when the climate
warmed and dried, and desert re-
placed forest. They or their descen-
dants are the cact, leguminous trees,
lzards or tortorses that nosy inbakit
the Sonoran Desert. In this sense, the
tropical deciduous forest is the
miother, or source, of much desert
flora or fauna. A tropical deciduous
forest exhibib would belp us explain
||I-!"' d-."--.'“rl.

Furthermore, we learned some-

thing about the value of this biome in
itselt. The ecologmist Daniel H. Janzen,
v hir has shudied it more than most,
calls tropical deciduous forest the
most diverse hiome—not in terms of
nimbers of species (wet tropical forest

has morel—but in variety of species
activities—lifestyles and interactions
Im other words, tropical deciduous
forest is rich in stories, which are
|||||||.||=il:-. s motive for assigning
rmeaning and value bo the natural
world. Janzen also SAYS that tropic al
deciduons forest 18 the most endan-
rered rr.:-|'-|._.1| eesyvsbom. Fow oven
know thiat this vanishing treasure
exists in Sonora, only a day’s drive
trosrm Tucson, The stories and the

; '||.'-|.|'.|:-. future of this biome convineed

s of the i||||'-|l||.:|"c o of this exhibit.

What features of this biome
should swe exhibit? Should we exhibil
1 jaguar? How do we exhibit inverte-
brates, the most diverse, numerous,
imprortant and fascinating tropacal
creabunes, but 'n.l"l'l-"\-"l.'l'\-\.'li'lll'l“\-\.'l I.""l- Impar
takion laws, How do we grow tall
trees, keeping them invisible from the
rest of the grounds and frost-protected
as well? Howe do we make a clear and
dramatic fransition betweern desert
and tropical? How do we recreate a
rr”":.'!iln.'l'll streamy withont LLSAME mich
veaber? Lan we trust visitors to admire
but mot touch j-l'lL"'L"|'.'||'|ﬁil'l:|.'\I ||"L“!.'|!'h.
toads, lizards, ducks, or [ish? Can wa
trust large tropical birds to do the
samee? What Faith doowe have in thie
warmness and “jungle smarts” of
captive lizards, frogs, and other small
animals? What lessons do tropical
cultures teach ws, and how do we
axhibit these lessons? How can wa
[rron ide essantial X Eriences of
soditude and adverntune .:||||1|;._: a paved
path which must accommodate a
|_=||_'||||_1||.' crowd?

Thie perspective drawings on the
give you soms idea
of how we've answered these and
nthers questions. Construction of this
exhibit will begin in 1995, &

' )

h'u,'in;.; page may

Hareis -

Glortn de [a muntome

LIl I

THIFIS

Highlights
of the
Tropical
eciduous
Forest
Exhibit

walk=through wire m
e [ 1107 |
han the present walk
avia ry y b
covered o provec ‘||'.|'|li-.'.s':
|'-|.||'|"-I will combain abowt S0
vertebrate species, many Frpe
ng. and many inv
brates

h for a lariee hasrd

butterfly exhibit

bats and mineral veins in

mine shaft
elant I
a side canyon of the Kio

L |'||||.'|-.|l.||

courtyard

docent interpr

Fish

exhibits for cats and other
small mammals




Planning for Diversity

ll\r hen it maet in 1997, thee tropical

deciduous forest planning team deter
mined that this exhibit should tell the
:-l|1|:| of hilosdiv |'I*-\.ili_'. . the I.'IE'I.'-I.'J:'I-I:'ll.'l'.l
I :|E'i-. al ShoEy,

An immediate challenge was how
o exhibit the exhilarating diversity of
plant species when (a) many of these,
M or so in height, might be visible
from arcund the grounds, obstructing
desert views, and when (h) several of
the miost spectacular and essenkbial
world not survive Tucson Mountain
frosts. The response to both challenges
was b place most of the exhibit low,
s that treetops would not protrude
arid =0 that frost-tender plants might
feasibly be covered. An ideal site was
found in a ravine running south from
thiz small cat grotte
would be included in the exhibit, as
wiould dozens of species: coatis, opos-
sumis, owls, bats, buttertlies, bees,

ants, javelinas, tortoises, fishes, [rogEs,

Thi smiall cats

1T ..'\1""& ..IIIILI Iy I'ill\.l'\.. -I_.III.' Ly o~

I|_-rr||:1':.:||:m| also exkabiting a JEgLAr,

Tucked into the ravine and adja-
cent hillside, the exhibit was restriched
in gz (as perhaps it should be any
wiy, given that the focus of the Desert
Museum should be on desert exhibits)
When a jaguar exhibit of suitable size
and security was placed within this re-
qiriched space, something signiticant,
and undesirable, happened. This large
animal’s facility reduced the space for
other arimials by abouat 173, H"u'r4,'|1:.'
reducing the number and diversity of
species exhibited. The jaguar would be
conlaimed by -_'J:_:-.:_-i_'.,-_-.l,m._'._-:_‘l_ cable,
state-ol-the art |.'.'-.:'|||."i|.1:l. but monethe-
less “cage-like™ in appearance and
feel, WVisitors would be on the outsides,
|-.||_'-Li|'|;._'| in at much of this exhabat, los-
ing the sense of iImmersion we
weanked.

Faced with these and other cons-
cerns, the planning team sought direc-
tion on whether or not to include a

jaguar exhibit. David Hamcocks ap-
pointed a 12-member Task Force rep-
Jl.'r-l.'l:'l'.ill:.'I all sides of the issue and all
ataff,
daocents, members of the Board of
Mrustees and the Foundation, The
l'ask Porce considered all aspects of
the question—museological, practical,
economical, ethical, political, histori-
cal, philosophical— and sought advice
from various members of its commu-

I'III1IE=I\.II'|I'II|"\- ||f ||Il\." "'l-'1l_l'|l'|.:l1."|

r'|-‘._'. 5

The Task Force realized early on
that, most likely, no decision would
affect the Museum’s present i.1;.:|'..h1'_.
which though healthy, 1% o 21
vears old, The record longevity inocap
tivity is 23; the exhibit would not be
completed until 199596, Very shortly,
this animal’s life will improve; he will
move bo a larger enclosure, off-exhibil,
10 -\.E'".'I'll.l. his |rc'|||.'|i:||:|:.'I Vears i a
|i|. II.!'I , TEHHTE i||||'|1"h|.|:|:|f| ||||l.| EENLATR

r|.||||r.:| TV EDLENLITIE TR,

The Task Farce also realized that
its recommendation would pertain to
the exhabition of this species only,
Cther large animals would be exhib
ited at the Museum, though many
smaller animals would be added to di
versify the collection and to more ac-
curately represent the components of a
COMmunity.

At the end of the process the Task
Force recommended to the Director
that the jaguar be excluded, and the
Dhirector accepted this recommenda-
fion, Though the decision will not
please everyone, all should recognize
the very careful, thorough and demo-
cratic process which led to the out-
come. The Museum's stafl asks all
members for their understanding of
the issue and their support for the
dusoum’s progress, 'IJ




A Perspective on
Exhibit Planning:

sasan Spnall 15 a docent and
f:rﬂ_-q'-l"r'mr Mursennr assoctate;

sl sras o consullani to Hhe Trrq:ll'e'm'
Decidwons Forest Planmarmg Teans,

L ooking over the plan which is
the result of four intense work-
shops, 1 still reflect with great
amazement at the process which
created this proposed tropical
deciduous forest habitat, At the First
miecching in September 1991, ideas
from all members of the planning
team were collected and recorded.
Countless questions came up, How
do we demonstrate the tremendous
diversity of insects in the area? In
what way shall maps be used in the
exhibit? How can the colors of the
plants and the hills on which they
row be r-l:r.-rl,n:_'ll,u, vd ? Gradually I:]1|.'
sketchies and plans grew as the
architects from Jones & [ones drew
upon lists of climatic, geclogic and
vegelative features as well as on
extensive lists of animals native to
the region. Enlargements of photo-
graphs taken on a feld trip to the
area near Alamos helped to create
thie mood of “tropicalness,”

Ak the final session in April the
architects presented a design simple
in fth story it fells, :..'n"l |'-:|111E'|||.'-: 11
the way many diverse elements are
brought together. Before the con-
struction begins plants must be
grown and animals collected.
Several vears from now, visitors bo
the Arizona-Sonora Desert Museum
will be able o enter into an environ-
ment they would not have been able
o experience without a journey
south of the border. [ look forward
ko that dayv when the plans come o
lifi.

—5Susan Small

The

Secret Forest

Paul Martin is an ecologist and a
frequent cxplorer of the tropical
deciduons forest. He was a consulf-
amt to the Tropical Decidwons Forest
Planuing Team

Lravial Hanenees

w wha live in the Southwest

have a problem with friends from
elzewhere. They think we exaggerate
our patrimony. They have heard
howw a day's drive north through
Phoerix and Flagstaff takes one to
the Grand Canyon, one of the most
popular natural wonders of the
world. Now, they will learn a day’'s
drive south through Nogales and
Hermosillo takes one to an entirely
different natural wonder, the
northern osutpost of “tropical
deciduous forest,” alias “monsoan
forest,” alias “dry tropical forest,”
alias “selva baja caducifolia.”
Tucson author Chuck Bowden calls
it The Secret Forest ina book soon o
appear. Movelist | P.5. Brown calls
them Foresis of the MNight. The cow-
bavas (vaquenrosh of the Slerran
focthulls, who know the foresl best,
call it "ol monte™ or “el monte
mchino,” When the mew exhibit
opens, visitors to the ASDM will
have a chance to walk into a mag-
nificent example of tropical decidu-
s forest, The habitat can be found
throughout drier parts of the fropics
from Mexico to Argentina, and
around the waorld in Africa, Asia,
Australia and Madagascar, Here on
the borderlands, the secret is now
eiit. We are the "gateway to the
aocret forest.”

—Faul 5. Martin

A Conversation
with Jeanne Broome

Tearne Broonwte is Hhwe docent represen-
tiative to the Board of Trustees amd
was a copsultant to the Tropical
Deeiduous Forest Planning Team.

Editor; D you Hrink that, as a
docent, you browght a different
perspective to the planming?

IB: Perhaps—at least as far as the
pliwsical plais, | almost beame & joke
il my repetition of the meed for sherge

for hands-an .'-'rl'l.'-'T'."l.'lllT'l.' muiferval, or for

wide speks i the paths for inferpretabion
I think | gof fe be _f.rrll'].- unHe my inEE-
tevece oo spaces. Docents looe fo haoe Hae
oppariunity to .'1',!:'||:lr'r| Hhings, o help
people see wial ey 're lopking af. Thal's
F.||'I|I|I.|I it o e all abaosit anyiay—
r|~-|.lr-l|L exhiibrks o hg |'_|.l Ry F" « learr,

Ed.; What might docents like
about Hhiz extihil?

TB: They'd be delighted fo see Ht e
speall cals are sHIT there, but i the
conbext of thedr habitat. And thal the
costtis el hawe a better pliace i wivich fo
div vt courfrs do, Also B eoelings i
the wash—tiis is fust the way wou find
then if you go owt Tookimg early i Hie
morning for jirveting. Also [ Hrink Hhe
docents will love the apportunily of
terning wll these menr plants. Eoven
Hhronefs Bhis i the mother of e desert,
Hrese species aren’ b omies e Ko maich
bonef, [ also think they're ecstatic about
Hhe bats, becmuse they o usnfed fo
imterpret hats, really wwenfed fo fnferpret
them, forever. Thew I also be pleased wnabl
the cultural aspects. These will help
r&'.llr.ll'e' irederstiond thal we ave @ pard of
Hre sodelie, boo, That people are a part of
stfrire, That's pery significant,

There's mawe to legrn i Hus exiabif Fuen

e can ever niaster. Buf that’s part of e

resan e re docemfs—ane wad to keep o
lesrning.

Ed.: When you think back on the
plasring process, wdhat stands out?

IB: The brafmstorming af the
beginning of the plamming, with the
cierrtors excited and inferscting with one
arather do make the stories come alioe.
That was Hae very best part,
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The
Desert
Grassland
Exhibit

hes Dresert Grassland Exhibit saill

be completed Fall 1992, Tt will occupy
about 3 /4-acre and will be primarily
an cutdoor exhibit, with some
exhibitry and interpretation in a sod-
covered ramada.

The exhibit interprets the grass-
landd community—the plants, animals
and geologie components which
characterize a desert grassland and no
other biological community. The
exhibit will be shaped by such typical
grassland landforms as erosional
gullies, swales, rocky slopes and
cienegas (marshy areas). The Lamd-
scape will be sculpted to create the
illusion of vast distances, of grass
stretching bevond the horizon

Ower two dozen amimal species
will be displaved. Most spell "grass-
land™ as plainly as does grass, for they
evolved ina grassland or ave specifi-
colly adapted to it Such is the prairie
dog, which eats grass, revitalizes soils
with its digging and provides homes
for many animals dependent on it for
creating underground shelter from the
elements and open spaces. These
include western green toads, tiger
salamanders, glossy snakes, Burrow-
ing owls and beetles. Rattlesnakes
evolved in grasslands, their rattle
probably a warning to hooted grazers.
The all- female desert grassland
whiptail lizard spells grassland, as do
the grass-patterned kingsnake, box
turtle and hognose snake, and, of
course, the grasshoppers of which
thaeres are great rumbers and kinds.

i a still day in the grassland,
they sav, vou can hear termites chew-
ing, The exhibit will interpret these
essential little animals, as well as the
small, even invisible, organisms which
live underground: the nematodes,
bacteris, or profozesa, which turmn
'FI.:1|1|::-; and animals inbo 2ol

The habitat will be planted with
over 25 species of prasses, Exhibits in
the ramada will convince visitors that
grass is not just grass, that it has
wonderful diversity of lifeforms and
lifestyles, that it can thrive when eaben
or burned, that it promoted the rise of
Fuman civihzation, and that it feeds
the world, accounting for 3/4 the
world's food.

The Desert Grasslands akes a
new direction in the Desert Museum's
exhibitry. It focuses, not on individual
species, bul on an entire community
and its inferrelationships. It demon-
strates biological diversity, And it
offers visitors a chance, not to look
into an exhibit, but to walk ina
habitat, immersing themselves and all
their senses in ils features, and
developing an understanding of how

;.;r.'.:-=.|1|||||'- wiork and 1.'-.'|'|:.' I:;."u.':-. ar
impaortant.
-




SreciAL EvEnTS FOrR MEMBERS

July and August

JuLy - SEPTEMBER 1992

Nightstalkers

."ialunl:l:r'. jlu.l].' 25 o .|’|.1.||_.r,_ux|: 1

AN pom. - 10 pom.,

Saturday, August 8 or August 15

G:3) pom, - 9350 pam

With the onset of summier rains, in thie: ool
of the night, the desert comes alive, Our
Mightstalkers program takes place on the
Museum grounds after dark. Through
stuged interpretations, yvou will kearn
ahowt vemominus .|'r|:hr||ic'-d-- and migght-
1'I:..'||'|-' insects, bats and owls, You'll also
hear the somgs of toads and will learn
aboul their fascinating breeding cycle. This
program also helps you develop night
hunting and listening skills so vou can go
“nightstalking” in the desert on your owm,

September

Turn on to Spiders
Saturday, September 12

2000 o, - BN pom.

Clhissroon actinilies awd Nature hike

Whint's your reaction when you see a spi-
der? Do v scream, cringe, reach for bug
spray. of grab your magnifying glass fora
closer leok? Mo matter whal your cursend
inclinations, after you complete this work-
shop we think vou'll resct with curiosity
andd fascination.

Spriclers are fascinating creatures that
hawe evodved over millennia weith ﬂ'.-._'ri.nl

Desert Grasslands
Symposium
Saturday, September 26
WL AL, = AN pom

Mirea Comerieily College Weat Canpuis,
Proscemiuae Theatre

Im Fall 1952, the Desert Musewm s Desert
Grasslands exhibit is scheduled o caprem o
thi: public. That exhibit is the inspiration
boar thies sy rnpn-.u.lrn d:_ﬂ-hlﬁm:_'d for the gen
eral public and for scholars. It will focus
an current research in the desert grass-
lands of the Seuthwest, particularly Ari-
zona. Talks given by leading scientists in
ther ficld will cover the 1|:L]'-i-.'~=. of grass lamid
dynamics, grassland =oils, grassland inver-
tebrates, grassland vertebrates, historic
chamges in and restoration of desert grass-
lands. The ASDM is pleased to host what
may well be e first sy rI1F'Iil'\I.II'I1 uen Llessert
prasslands and & corfain to be an impior-

fant and asc ||1.'||:||1|._ -:_:u,l1.:|1;.,; of ideas, Fioes

4.0 Members and students /5500 Mon-
members. Admission by advance regisbna-
tion ar payment at the door.

r‘-.'i|._|'|.l-.l.,|lln-.|,~rh I.|-.I~u.|! |1'r||:-.i||| 1k I'|.'
thires: hiours 'I-Er-_ifl'\-t'rnlnln i= h'. alvance
licket sales |_||'|'I:¢ Advanced tickels are
F1200 for mernbers and 520000 for non-
members. Please indicate which date yvou
wirald like bo atbend. Age limak B vears
and alder.

Composites
Demystitied
Wednesday, H.ug_ust 1%
1000 .. - 3400 g,

The sunflower family {Compositae) is a
|:'|r'!.;1.'. diverse farlly of |'|-.1'.1.'I.'I:||'|;.; p-].l.l'llh
with over 20,000 species worldwide.
Composiles constitube 1,6 of the total Mora
of the Tucsom Moundains. |.ITI1]'|II'\1'i|'¢'

g
£
E

-

-
¢

I

2

adaplations for hunting and capluring
their prey, escaping from predatoss, pro-
bectingg ther e sacks, and building
I.II'|i-.[IJI.' howmies. Thisy are the most T
tant predators of insects inoworld. Some
spiders also have unigue courtship ritu-
als—songs ardd dances the males perform
to attract fermales. And spiders can be en-
jowed from o purely aesthedic view; they
cormne in a multitude of colors, pattems,
sizes and shapes. Approsimately 30,000
‘\.I."l.\.'il\.“\. ol .h|1i-.:h'-|=.1 have been named, vet
this is probably only 1/4 of the waorld's
specics,

Im this 1'.'n|'lv.~.l'm|'.~ wie'll imtroduce voas

Reception & Preview Tour of
Desert Grasslands Exhibit
Saturday, Septembaer 26, 1952

5 pom. b 700 pom.

Lowrge L. Mountatelion Pafio, AS1M

This event is open to all participants of the
Dot Corasslancds "i'. n1p-:'-r~.il.:|n|. held earlier
this d;n.' and o amy one else interested. It
offers a chanoe H]I‘l.‘vak with grassland
researchers and o towr the seon-to-be-
opened desert grassland exhilit in the
cormpany of ASDM curators who will
explain the exhibit’s design and interpre-
Hva ;_.:,n:'u.-'ult. Retreshmienits weill be served
Firve; S0 membiers and students S5500
non-members. This fee is separate from the
symiposim fee; it may be paid through
adviance registration or at the door

txonomy, liki= thi® f.||1||I'|. itselt, 1% coamnes
rlll-"-c thar Flowwer parts are ||r'u||||'-, and
miniile differemoes separate species. A
closer lonk al this family will reveal some
of s mvateries and will add o an appre-
clation of these and all plants.

Becky Yan Devender, one of Tucson's
Farermoat r-.:-u:lpl.l:ill:l.' taxorwamists, weill
whare hier 1_':va.rr|:'rli'-;|,1 with us, Lising micro-
SOOPCS i md sam p'ﬁ,':; of different com posite
flowers, we'll look at flower struchures and
thedr variations and will learn 1o differenti-
ate bebween the various groups of compos-
ites, The majority of class will be lab and
i roscope wiork. A stromgg infoerest in
lea r'1||14_. about I,'lnl:ﬂn'u. is thie only n'x'||,||r|,-
ment, Fees $30.00 ASOM Members /. $38.00
non-rmemisers. Bring a sack lunch, Pre-
registratbon required.

bor ther general biology and ecology of spi-
ders, comparing and contrasting over five
differont gEroups The |11.'|||:-r|r'. of oar imic
will be spent in the field looking for spi-
ders and their homes. We'll hike a maxi-
it of 2 miles in a sandy wash, Bring a
sack dinmer for our sunset and evening
hika, Fees 2200000 miembiers, 32800 nion
mirmibers "i.;.]_‘._- lirnit 12 and older. Chil-
drem must be accompanied by an adult
Pre-registralion ks required

Desert Grasslands
Field Trip

Sunday, September 27, 1992

I Al day

Presenters of the Desert Girasslands
Symvposium held the previcus day and
other researchers will kead this Geld trip 1o
grasalands within a day's drive of Tucson.
Ihartics ipaants w il wisit disturbed prass-
lands, halthy grasslands and study sites
and will see first-hand some of the
inberactions within a desert graseland
community. The feld trip s an ideal
follow-up to the symposawm, but it is open
[ T3] a:.-'rnrln:'-ail.lm pa r|:|-;_'i'|'l:||1|:w.' and mon-
participants alike, Participants will carpo
in their own vehicles and showld bring
sack lunches. The Museum will provide
snacks and interpretation. Fee: 3400
Mlembers and students /5500 Mon-
membiers Advance n'|_'|i~.rr.1ri|'-|1 TETESSATY
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FAMILY SPECIALS

Family specints inelwade motiodties designed for foneily groeps of deildren and adults. Ml

SEPTEMBER - O)CTORER, 1992

grer class da 25 peticlpaitfs. We reguest @ ratio of ane aduld per tieee children. Fees: Memtbera;
S ML Ratwlt, 8300 {ages b- 160 Nor-menchers: 51 2 dadheld, 53,00 bl fages 6-TA) Fors
ety inskbraction, materials ond represhontnts. Logabi: A5 Educatior Bredding,

Starry, Starry Night

Saturday, September 5 &
Sunday, Seplember 6

30 pom. Saturday to 730 a.m. Sunday

This family special will be an overnight

first-vuarter Moon will be in good posa-
tioms for evending viewing., We'll map the
Plison s craters, tell Inodian Sky Myths,
|1-c:ninl out constellations, see star clusters,
lesarm b iu‘h:'nlﬁr:c mztecrites, and make Star
Clocks, Early risers can view the “mame-

e

- T e,

-
Bats in Your Belfry =~

and Wise Old Owls:
A Halloween Special
Sunday, Oclober 25

L:0H) = &0 pom,

Bats, owls, and spadecs have lomg been
associated with Halloween tradition. [oin
Education I}.,'|1n.-'|rrn'n,'-r1l staff amd i_':l:|,1!|'|l'-|_'

somar of the myths, legends and facts
surrcunding these Halloween characters
Craft projecits, live anirnal inberprefalions
<l Id d !"-l.'l".llll I i-.ll ||.|1'| (5= b HL-:IL:L My I” FLELI I|J
out the program. (Mo cosburmaes, plesse)

campout, I1|-4_'.irl.|1i|'|:q on Ei.ml'rd.'u:.' |._".'|,~1'|in|5;
an |_-|'u,lin-rr| "-'-_||'u,1.;1:|. mm'ning 'I'hl'».'||||_=||1
filtered telescopes, we'll watch the Sun set
{=unspots and all), Jupiter with i moons,
Venus, Lramus, MNeplune, Saturm and the

ing stars,” and all will go on a mebesr
hunt. Refreshments will be available
throughout the night, culmmating i a
continental broakfast.

— s S S I e D S S O D S e e e e e e e e e e e e e e S S e . e e S — — — — —

B FAMILY SPECIAL REGISTRATION

Please detach and mail to ASDM Members” Special Events Office, 2021 N. Kinney Road, Tucson, AZ 85743

REGISTRATION AMD RESERYATION INFORMATION: Registrations are accepbed by mail or in person only and are processed in
the arder ||'||_"':. are received. Plase B oot the formn belowe and el it oa segrrrats L'J.lfri:__ﬁ;!r cach evend, I one of :..'|1'|Ir{|'||'|'\-i|_"'l'| ovients
iz Filleh e will return Bhe appropriate check. Nodiee will Be sent combirming vour reservation. Please call ws it vow do not recedve your
confirmation within 10 days,

CAMCELLATIONS AND REFUNDS: All cancellations must be received in writing. Due to administrative planning costs and
rmailings, the charge for cancellations s 5500 for amounts under $2000 and 20% for events over 520000, Mo refunds can be made
weithin seven days of any event, or T4 days of an overnight event. We reserve the rght to change any route or arrangements should
conditiors necessitate, o offer substitules of equal value, or to cancel the operation of any scheduled progeam or exscursion. In the
event of a program or tour cancellation, a full refund will be given, We reserve the right to refuse service to anvone in the interest of
the group, if meceszary,

SMOEKING POLICY: In the interest of health and comtort, there 15 no arn.l'-kinr'; where peop li- H.ﬂhc'r. whether indoors or ouf, at meals,
group discussions, field interpretation, group hikes or in vehicles.

These Family Specials are created with children ages 6 - 12 in mind. Maxinnum 25 participants per event/ 1 adult per 3
children. Fees: Members 510,00/ adult, $3.00/child (ages & - 12); Non-members: $12.00 adult, $3.00/ child {ages 6 - 12].
Fees include instruction, materials, and refreshments. Location: ASDM Educakion ]1|.|i|-.|i|'|H.

EVEMNT DATE MO, OF PERSOMS AGES doleililren) AMOLMNT OF CHECK
Starry, Starry Nigltt Sept. 5 &k
f-'u_'-|_11 fu
Bats rr Your Hfl’_,l"r_n‘l anped it 25
Wise (Ml Oharls
TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED AS SEPARATE CHECKS E*

QUESTIOMS? Contact Barbara Yates at 8831380, extension 274,
Sonid a SEPARATE CHECK bor easch ovenit F.h.1:|.'.'||'l|1_' fir Arizona-Sonora Desert dMuseuam amd maal b
ASDM Memibers' ‘?;-}uv.'i..ﬂ Events Office, 20027 M. Ki.nn-u:.-' Feosad, Tueson, A¥ 85743
Complete information for all participaets (attach list if necessary)
Participant #1 Participant #2
Address Auddress
City Shabe Aip City Skate ip
:".'TL'rLIlI'l.'r‘HhiP " Membership #
Phomie; Homee Waork Phone: Home Waork

Interested in carpooling? YWith a ¥ in the b, o are giving ASDM permission to release your name, address and phore # o
othier gvent participants.
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B SPECIAL EVENTS REGISTRATION

Please detatch amd mail fo ASDM Members® Special Events Office, 2021 N, Kinney Koad, Tucson, AZ 85743

REGISTRATION AND RESERVATION INFORMATION: Registrations are accepted by madl or i pevrson only and are processed in
the order they are received. Please fill out the form below and rmail with a separate check for each eoent, IF one of your chosen events is
filled wie will return the appropriate check. Motice will be sent confirming your reservation. Please call us if you do nedt receve your
conflrmation sithin 10 days,

CAMUCELLATIONS AND REFUNDS: All cancellations must be received in writing, Duae b administrative prlanmning costs and mail-
ings, the charge for cancellations is 5500 for amounts under SO0 and 30% for events over 5200000 Mo refunds can be made within
SV {1.:}'5 of amy event, or 14 davsaf an m'r._'mil:,hl: evient, We reseryvie the righr 1%} d‘l.‘l:l'l.!_.l'll_" ANy rouke O ArTAngEments shild conditions
necessitate, bo offer substitutes of equal value, or 1o cancel the operation of any scheduled program or excursion. In the event of a
program or four cancellation, a full refund will be given, We reserve the right to refuse service to anyone in the interest of the group, if
TSI,

SrR{0DKING POLICY: In the interest of kealth and comfort, there is no ._*:nmking whore pmph: ﬁ.‘l.l‘hl_"'r, wihether indoors or out, at micalks,
group discussions, feld '.|‘|I!|.-r|;:lr|.'L"|l:i| ", GO hikies or in vehicles.

EVENT DATE FEE PER MO OF AMOUNT
FERSOMN IMERSOMNS OF CHECK
Night Stalkers July 25 512000 members
(i hoosr ane. Indicade . —
ist, 2wd, 3rd, 4th choice,} Aug. 1 R s ste
Aug, 8§
Aug. 15
Compaosites Demystified Aug. 19 530U members
538001 non-memibers
Twern on o Spiders Sept. 12 520L00 members

62800 mon-miemibers

Dezert Grasslands Syntposiam Sept. 26 5 400 members students
§ 5.00 non-members

Reception & Previcie Towr of Sept. 26 5 4.00 members //students
Desert Grasslands Exldbit 5 50N non-membsers
Desert Grasslands Field Trip Sept. 27 % 4.00 members /students

A 500 non-members

TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED AS SEPARATE CHECKS %

QUESTIONS? Contact Barbara Yates at 8831380, extension 274,
Send a SEPARATE CHECK for each event payable to; Arizona-Sonora Desert Museaum and mail to:
ASDM Members' F':-pvciﬂ Events (dfice, H21 M ]':'.inn:-:.-' Enad, Tweson, AF 8BR743

Complete information for all parficipants Gattach list if necessary)

Participant #1 Participant #2

Address Address

City State Zip City State Zip
Membership # Membership #

Phone: Home Work FPhone: Home Work

| Interested in r:.lrpuul:inﬂ? With a ¥ inthe brns, yiIL are Kil'in_ﬂ.; Al pq'rmir.uinn fon release VEMET THTTNE, Aol reses thm' # E0
wther event participants.
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